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CLIMATE CHANGE 

Overview 

Duration: 60+ minutes 

Description: A playful activity that demonstrates weather compared to climate, and 

which leads into an energetic game that teaches about the greenhouse effect, global 

warming and climate change. 

Real World Goals: 

• Understand the difference between weather and climate. 

• Understand the greenhouse effect and causes of human-induced climate 

change. 

• Explore how climate change may have already impacted the community. 

 

Parts of Session 2 
  

Activity 1 Activity 1 teaches the difference between climate and weather 

 

Activity 2 Activity 2 is a short activity to fill out a seasonal calendar 

 

Activity 3 Activity 3 is a game that teaches about the greenhouse effect 

 

Debrief This is a mini lecture linked to the greenhouse gas game.  It explains 

the greenhouse effect, its link to extreme weather and what we might 

experience in our community 

 

Investigation This section gives instructions on what youth should do at home 

before next week 

 

Materials 1. Printed Debrief Climate Cards - see resources 

2. 1 large piece of paper for the seasonal calendar 

3. 80 pieces of scrap paper, roughly the size of your hand 

4. String or chalk to mark out a large circle. You can also use any 

other way to make a large circle. IMPORTANT: do not use any 

materials the players could trip over (like stones) 

5. Pieces of paper (A4), with 1 term on each: HOT; COLD; RAINY; 

DRY; TODAY 

6. 3 blank pieces of paper 

7. 1 marker 
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Preparation 

1. Prepare all the materials and familiarise yourself with this session. 

2. Draw a seasonal calendar grid on large paper, see set-up for Activity 2. 
 

 

 

 

Activity 1 

Set Up 

1. Place the 4 pieces of paper with - hot, cold, rainy & dry – on the floor with the 

following setup. They should be far apart: 

 

Answer with Your Feet 

1. Explain to everyone the difference between weather and climate: 

A. Weather -  Refers to conditions like rain, temperature and wind at a 

particular time and place. 

B. Climate -  What the weather is like over a long period of time (the “average”) 

in a specific area (more than 30 years). 
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2. Ask everyone to think about what the weather is like right now. For example, is 

the weather: 

A. Hot or Cold 

B. Rainy or Dry 

3. Demonstrate that if they think the weather today is “hot and dry” then they 

should stand in the middle of the HOT and DRY cards. 

4. Ask everyone to answer with their feet what they think today’s weather is like. 

They can stand anywhere between the 4 weather type cards.  

5. Introduce the piece of paper with “TODAY”.” Place it on the ground in the 

middle of where the youth are standing. 

6. Ask everyone what the weather is normally like on their birthday. If it is normally 

hot and rainy, they stand between the HOT and RAINY cards. Ask them to think 

back as many birthdays as they can remember and to stand in the right spot. 

7. Start with the current month. Check to see if everyone with a birthday that 

month is standing in the same place. If not, ask them to discuss and agree on 

what the weather is normally like that month. 

8. Ask everyone to look at where the “TODAY” card is placed. Is it the same as 

the normal weather that month, or different? 

9. Ask everyone if they can remember what the difference is between weather and 

climate. 

10. Explain: 

A. The card of “TODAY” shows the weather; what it is like outside right now. 

B. Where all of you are standing represents the climate in your birthday 

months. This is what the weather is normally like, going back as many 

birthdays as you can remember. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


