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Recent CCA scientific reports!

EEA Report No 3/2013 - 
Adaptation in Europe!
Information for 
policymakers to support 
adaptation planning and 
implementation.!

EEA Report No 4/2014!
National adaptation 
policy processes in 
European countries – 
2014 - Comprehensive 
overview!

EEA Technical report No 
20/2015 - National 
monitoring, reporting 
and evaluation of climate 
change adaptation in 
Europe -  New insights!



Where do European countries stand? (EEA, 2014)!
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Executive summary
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14 European countries have
or are currently developing a
system for MRE of adaptation
at national level

European countries
having or currently
developing a system
for MRE of adaptation
at national level

European countries not
having a system for
MRE of adaptation at
national level

Outside EEA33 
coverage *)

*) The 33 EEA member countries
include the 28 European Union
Member States together with
Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway,
Switzerland and Turkey.

Figure ES1 14 European countries have or are currently developing a system for monitoring, reporting 
and/or evaluation of adaptation at national level (as of mid-October 2015) (*)

Note:� ����7KLV�PDS�LV�GHULYHG�IURP�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�YHULȴHG�RXWSXW�RI�(($
V������VHOI�DVVHVVPHQW�VXUYH\��L�H��FRXQWULHV�DVVHVVLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�
on the basis of a questionnaire; EEA, 2014) and update by member countries as of mid-October 2015. This map shows in green the 
following countries: Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Lithuania, Malta, the Netherlands, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, and the United Kingdom.

MRE landscape in Europe (EEA, 2015)!



M&E in the CCA policy cycle!

Source: http://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/adaptation-support-tool	
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EEA Technical report No 20/2015 - MRE!

Information sources!
•  Climate-ADAPT country profiles!
•  MMR Reports submitted under Art.15!
•  Expert Workshop !
•  Direct contacts with countries!
•  European Environment Information 

and Observation Network (Eionet) 
consultation!
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Information sources!
•  Climate-ADAPT country profiles!
•  MMR Reports submitted under Art.15!
•  Expert Workshop !
•  Direct contacts with countries!
•  European Environment Information 

and Observation Network (Eionet) 
consultation!

Content!
•  Drivers and purposes!
•  Governance!
•  Methodologies!
•  Policy-making!

!



Why do countries develop MRE systems?!



•  Drivers!

i.  National-level legal and administrative requirements;!
ii.  European and international reporting requirements; and !
iii.  Occurrence of extreme weather events. !
!
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•  Drivers!

i.  National-level legal and administrative requirements;!
ii.  European and international reporting requirements; and !
iii.  Occurrence of extreme weather events. !
!

•  Purposes!

i.  Tracking and reporting the progress and effectiveness of adaptation 
policy implementation; !

ii.  Enhancing knowledge base;!
iii.  Learning to improve adaptation policies, policymaking and practices;!
iv.  Increasing accountability.!

Why do countries develop MRE systems?!
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•  Indicators play a key role in national MRE systems. 	



Methodological approaches used for MRE adaptation!

Approaches and experiences from across Europe
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2014; OECD, 2015). Consequently, MRE systems are 

often required so that indicators can be developed 

and assigned to these priorities. Indicators can allow 

for comparison at sub-national level, across sectors 

or in relation to a range of climate-related risks. 

Such comparisons can help in identifying hot spots 

of vulnerability that, in turn, can lead to improved 

prioritisation of adaptation investments.

In 2014, 10 countries out of 22 reported that they were 

implementing or developing indicators on climate 

impacts, risks and adaptation (EEA, 2014). Table 2.4 

provides further details regarding indicator development 

for these countries, plus other countries for which 

information could be gathered in 2015. It highlights the 

prominent role that indicators play as countries develop 

MRE systems.

Table 2.4 Indicator development within national-level MRE systems in Europe

Country 6WDWXV�RI�LQGLFDWRU�VHWV�DQG�W\SHV�RI�LQGLFDWRUV�EHLQJ�GHYHORSHGb��
Austria An indicator system for monitoring and reporting on adaptation for 14 sectors, outlined in the Austrian 

Adaptation Strategy, has been developed. It includes 45 qualitative and quantitative indicators to monitor the 

processes, outputs or outcomes of adaptation interventions.

Belgium The measures in the approved Flemish Adaptation plan (part of the Flemish Climate Plan 2013–2020) are 

evaluated annually in a progress report. A scale of progress is established for each measure. The future NAP 

will take a similar approach, with each action linked to qualitative or quantitative indicators. Other more 

specific plans have an in-built monitoring system in which weather events will trigger adaptation measures 

(e.g. the heat wave and ozone peak plan).

Finland Evaluations of the NAS (2009, 2013) applied a five-step scale to indicate the level of adaptation in different 

VHFWRUV��VHH�%R[b�������(IIRUWV�WR�GHYHORS�VXLWDEOH�DGDSWDWLRQ�LQGLFDWRUV�ZHUH�LQLWLDWHG�LQ������WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�
monitoring and evaluation of the NAP 2022.

France Annual monitoring of progress is undertaken for 19 areas and one cross-sectoral theme outlined in the NAP 

(2011–2015). For each area and theme, an action sheet outlines one to six actions, each comprising several 

components that must be undertaken in that area, totalling 84 actions and 230 measures. These actions can 

be broadly categorised as (1) production and dissemination of information, (2) adjustment of standards and 

regulations, (3) institutional adaptation and (4) direct investment (from OECD, 2015).

Germany Indicator system for reporting on climate change impacts and adaptation areas outlined (in the NAS). 

102 indicators: 97 for impacts and adaptation and 5 overarching indicators (e.g. awareness of the public, 

research funding, international funding, funding for municipalities).

Ireland Ireland is in the process of developing adaptation indicators.

Lithuania The planned MRE systems will be indicator-based and linked to NAP (3-year cycle). It will focus on six main 

sectors. Indicators are likely to be qualitative.

Malta No information specifically available on indicators. Monitoring of the NAS (2012) is conducted through the 

screening of Malta's National Environment Policy (NEP) under the sections related to climate change.

Netherlands In total, 41 adaptation indicators (qualitative + quantitative) are under development/consideration, but not 

all will necessarily be used in the end.

Slovakia Slovakia is in the process of developing adaptation indicators.

Spain Spain is in the process of developing an impact, vulnerability and adaptation indicator system.

Switzerland Switzerland is not planning to develop any new indicators, but is planning to use existing data sets that 

provide information on adaptation and/or the development of climate-related risks or vulnerabilities. The 

status of indicators varies between sectors in the adaptation strategy (some are completed, some are in 

development, some have not started to determine indicators).

United Kingdom As part of its statutory role to evaluate the progress of the National Adaptation Programme, the UK 

Committee on Climate Change (CCC) has developed a set of 33 indicators aligned to the themes and 

adaptation priorities identified in the NAP. These indicators are complemented by research and analysis 

undertaken by the ASC and presented in the evaluation report and previous non-statutory progress reports.

Note: (*) Information gathered in discussion with experts and in consultation with countries.

Types of indicators

An indicator provides evidence that a certain 

condition exists or certain results have or 

have not been achieved and can be either 

quantitative or qualitative

�(($�b������

“ “

European countries have developed a range of different 

types of indicators to inform MRE of adaptation at 

national level. These indicators are often grouped 

into sets according to climate risk (e.g. in the United 

Kingdom, separate indicator sets were formulated for 



Do MRE systems inform policy-making?!

•  Limited experience of applying monitoring and evaluation results;!
!
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Do MRE systems inform policy-making?!

•  Limited experience of applying monitoring and evaluation results;!

•  Some evidence is available that monitoring and evaluation results inform 
the revisions of adaptation of strategies and plans. !

!



Thank you for your attention!

!
!

!
!

!

http://etc-cca.eionet.europa.eu/!

Eleni Karali!
eleni.karali@cmcc.it!


